THE BOONE COUNTY FAIR

“The Show Window of Boone County”


“Heigh ho! Come to the fair!”.. and that’s exactly what Boone Countians have been doing since 1835 when they held the first county fair west of the Mississippi, the first in the Louisiana Territory.  This fair, organized by the Boone County Agricultural Society with Abraham J. Williams as President, was purely a stock show – horses, cattle, hogs, sheep, mules, etc. – and was held on the “Race Field” in the eastern suburbs of Columbia, possibly on pastureland on the north side of Broadway between Short Street and Price Avenue.  The many exhibitors, paying an entry fee of $5.00, were mainly former Kentuckians, and they patterned this pioneer fair after the ones they had attended ”back home.”  Even by 1835, Boone County had improved breeds of livestock; and this first fair was just a matter of getting the stock together, selecting some judges and proudly showing the best available in this area to all corners. 

The Boone County Fair was not held every year; and the sponsoring organization (often composed of the about the same individuals) change its title from time to time.  The years of national and/or state elections, in which Boone Countians participated with a passion, often caused the elimination of a fair.  And people had little interest in fairs while war was raging in this land, or in years marked by crop failures.

By 1841, the Boone County fair was sponsored by the Boone County Agricultural and Mechanical Association; John Slack was President.  Judges were selected from surrounding counties, and the fair was reported successful with the “meeting large, and the competition great and the prizes many.”  This group located the Fair grounds on a tract bounded by Rollins Street, Hitt Street, Porter and College.  They soon had permanent improvements in a track, buildings, stalls, booths and exhibition tables.  It was on this track that a horse named Crazy Jane (said to be the fastest horse in the county) raced; she would run away with every race as long as her rider could get her headed in the right direction!

In 1852 the only fair held in Missouri was the Boone County Fair; this was advertised as the 1st Annual Fair of the Boone County Agricultural and Mechanical Association, with James S. Rollins as President.  The fair “exceeded all expectations in number, variety and value of articles exhibited,” and was conceded as much better than some of the recent fairs in Kentucky.  The best pair of carriage horses (“a span of large handsome bays”) was owned by University of Missouri President James Shannon; the premium buggy hourse was a fine roan belonging to S. C. Sotne of Columbia; A. W. Turner exhibited the best two year old bull; the premium bullock bred in Boone County was Theodorich Jenkins; and the premium sow and her litter were owned by John W. Rollins.  The Editor of the Valley Farmer doubter “whether such an array of fine stock has ever been seen west of the Mississippi.”  Said he, “Old Boone, of Missouri aspires to the fame of old Bourbon of Kentucky; and having at last shaken the dew-drops from her mane, she will now go forward in her strength, exhibiting to the State not only her own resources but she will bring out the energy and capacity of her sister Counties.”

Cattle breeders in the central Mossouri counties has long and often bragged to each other of their own superior beef cattle.  This was brought to a head early in the summer of 1853 when Col. Theodorick Jenkins of Boone County challenged them one and all to prove their boasts.  Col. Thomas Barker in behalf of Monroe County took up the challenge.  This famous controversy raged for months, fanned by the newspapers all over the State.  Jenkins and Barker, both transplanted Kentuckians, long-time friends but foes in the cattle ring, finally agreed to exhibit the three best bullocks from their respective counties at the 1853 Boone County fair in Columbia; the loser was to present the winner with two silver pitchers worth $50 each, appropriately engraved.  The contest was so widely publicized that it became the main feature of the Boone County Fair.  The showing and judging of the bullocks was the last event on the last day of the 1853 fair.  “Six larger, better beef cattle…could not be found in the State.”  The two lots were first measured around the girth; the aggregate measurement of the three Boone County bullocks exceeded by one-half inch those of the three Monroe County animals.  Then the cattle were weighed; the Boone County three, weighing a total of 7620 pounds topped those of Monroe County by one hundred pounds.  Theodorick Jenkins had proven for Boone County that her beef cattle were truly the best!  Boone County thus became the show-you-county in the Show Me State in 1853.

The “unprecedented drough” lessened the number of contestants on many articles in the 1854 fair.  Among the premiums awarded were; 1st on leaf tobacco to Major Slack of Boone county; Mrs. James S. Rollins had the best five pounds of butter; Mrs. Jacob S. Johnston exhibited the best sewing thread; and Mr. G.W. Gordon entered the prize buggy, “beautifully trimmed and painted and tastefully mounted with silver.” A patent loom manufactured by Mr. Comwell of Columbia attracted much attention at the 1856 fair.

The greater popularity of the fair in Boone County from 1853 to 1859 is evidenced by the increase in gate receipts.  In 1858, the Boone County fair society bought additional land.  Fairs of this period always ended with a spirited auction of livestock.  The noticeably improved lines of livestock thoughout Boone County were due to the auction sales held in connection with the exhibitions.

A conflict of time with the St. Louis Fair held the crowds and entries down for the 1860 Boone County Fair.  At this fair, a prize was offered for the best chimney mantle; and was won by John Carlisle.

The early years of the 1860’s found the people in Boone County engrossed in politics, followed by the vicissitudes of a War Between the States.  Apparently, participation in a fair was not even considered.  But if the Boone County Fair was discontinued during these War years, the period was of very short duration; it was resumed with enthusiasm and with crowd pleasing innovations.

As a final feature of the 1865 Boone County Fair, a parade of the blooded stock led by their proud owners circled the arena, to competetor a $100 prize.  But before the prize could be awarded, the enthusiastic crowd was treated to an unexpected farce on the fine animals as a weather-beaten, rickety old buggy, pulled by a sway-backed, spavined old nag creaked around the track, the driver dressed in the worst of shabby cast-offs and wearing a tall stove pipe hat, bearing upon it in huge letters “Blood will tell.”  The crowd loved it!


Juveniles on magnificent ponies competed for the title of best boy rider under age 12 in 1867; a contest for fat women was held and the Dixie Minstrels entertained full house crowds every night during fair week at the Boone County Courthouse.  The many domestic and garden exhibits were displayed in 1868 in the recently completed Floral Hall on the fair grounds; prominent and outstanding men and women from neighboring counties served as members of the awarding committees.  All premiums of $10 of over were paid in silver plate; under $10 in cash.  Weather always played a part in the progress of the fair.  The fair of 1866 was delayed by rain and deep mud; and the fair in 1867 was held despite a long drouth and insufferable dust.  The contest for a $25 silver cake basket for the most beautiful silk quilt (strictly home made!) was won by Miss R.V. Royall; the premium for oil painting (a landscape) went to Miss Maggie E. Bass, and a prize was awarded to Mr. W.A. Fraser for his beautiful work on Italian marble tombstone.  The Phycute premium of silver spoons worth $10 for the best roast turkey was awarded to Miss Mary Rollins by a captain’s company of Phycutes (who sliced and cut and tasted and judged for an hour!)  The fair crowds loved the pageantry and beauty and skill of the Tournaments of Knights held in the 1860’s and 1870’s.  Young blades, dressed as Round Table Knights, on beautifully caperisonned horses, attempted to spear metal rings with lances, the winner presenting the trophy to his lady who became the Queen of Love and Beauty.  With entrants from Boone, Monroe, Howard and Cole Counties, the 1867 tournament was won by William Duncan of Boone County, “the Knight of the Red Cross,” who crowned Miss Amanda Hickman the Queen.  Music was furnished by the Columbia Brass Band.  In 1866, James M. Pulliam, the “Knight of Terraia Neck: was the winner; he named Miss Maggie Maxwell the Queen of Love and Beauty.  These extravaganzas were usually followed by burlesque tournaments, with masked riders in rag-tag costumes mounted on decrepit, decorated beasts of many kinds; with mock ceremony, they too crowned a Queen – one of their own, masquerading in women’s clothing, who had been “planted” in the bleachers.

Gate Fees September 9 of the 1870 fair amounted to $1000 with 5,000 people present.  “Hurrah for Old Boone,” exclaimed a Columbia editor.


The Boone County fair in 1873 presented John Robbson’s celebrated menagerie and circus, complete with a parade through the downtown area.  The many side shows were featured attractions in the mornings; and in the afternoons of the six day fair, the circus itself enthralled the children and adults alike.  Larger premiums in all classes were offered in 1876, even though the amphitheatre was badly in need of repair.  While an evidenced interest in the Floral Hall entries was apparent by the increased number of displays, and the exhibition of blooded cattle, horses, mules, hogs and sheep was of excellent quality, the fair itself was a financial failure.  There were five trained and skilled knights in beautiful costumes who competed in the Tournament in 1876; Frank B. Rollins, Edwin Price, Lenoir Rogers, J. Ed Crumbaugh, and N. Hall Todd.  Showing remarkable proficiency in horsemanship, the $20 prize was won by Edwin Price, who named miss Flota Rollins Queen of Love and Beauty; S. Hall Todd took second place; and crowned as Maid of Honor Miss Mary R. Shields.  In the burlesque which followed, William H. Jacobs as “Sitting Bull” was the leader.  The Tournament was so enjoyed and so successful it was repeated on Saturday of the fair with sixteen knights competing.  This time Lenoir Rogers was the winner; he crowned Miss Nina Gilman as Queen.  Music was furnished by the celebrated Silver Cornet Band of Lexington.


The old time popular interest in the Boone county Fair seemed to be waning; something needed to be done to revive it.  Floral Hall was reported as “radiant with beauty” in 1877.  The ladies of the Baptist Church superintended an English Kitchen or dining hall.  Even with shooting galleries, a wheel of fortune, popcorn and home-made candy, pinch back jewelry salesman, a picture gallery, watermelon wagons, a display of a new and improved water cooler and refrigerator, and an exhibition of an automatic fly brush and mosquito driver as drawing cards, the “thousands who once flocked there not only from our own county but from all the region round about” failed to show up to attend the fair.  Only four knights entered the tournament and the winner didn’t bother to crown a queen.  Possibly the sweltering heat was responsible in part, at least, for the general lethargy.  For the advertised band contest in 1879, only the Fayette Silver Cornet put in an appearance.  The displays at Floral Hall were of the usual superb quality with Miss Maggie Broughton winning first on Zephyr work, and C.E Thomas displaying the best charm string.


The early 1880’s showed no improvement in the financial condition of the Boone County Fair; in fact, things got worse instead of better.  By 1883 the Boone County Fair grounds and improvements had been mortgaged for some$3700 and were advertised for sale.  At a meeting at the courthouse, a new fair association of fifty members was formed, with each purchasing one share in the association for $100.  The “New Boone District Agricultural and Mechanical Association (successor to the Boone County Agricultural and Mechanical Association)” was incorporated by the Court August 7, 1883; James C. Gillespy was President.  When the grounds etc., were sold under a foreclosure, the group purchased the property for $770; they repaired the amphitheater, renovated the other buildings and announced dates for the forthcoming fair of 1883!  This new group with new ideas and renewed enthusiasm, breathed new life into the old Boone County Fair.  A special prize was offered for the best collection of prehistoric relics found in Boone and adjoining counties, these to be the property of the Society and to be deposited in the Museum of the State University; this prize was won by G.W. Clemens.  Splendid weather was reported for the in 1885 with a bicycle race as a feature of the program.  Charles Matthews’ “handsome display of hardware” drew people to Floral hall; the sweepstakes prize for the best buggy animal (and age or sex) was won by Miller and Guitar of Columbia; the best hand made baby dress won first prize for Miss Jennie McCune, while Thomas Tandy exhibited the best five pounds of honey.  The Fair was declared successful and the following year (1886) was a repeat.  In fact, the directors and stockholders of 1886 were so highly elated, they declared the Boone District Fair a “grand success in every particular.”  In the thoroughbred class, the best mare under one year old was owned and exhibited by Dr. A.W. McAlester.  The special prize for missed under 16 for Dacreme Work was won by Miss Irene Shock.  Displays were divided into classes: agricultural, mechanical, horticultural, floral and scientific.  The 1888 fair was the largest for many years in attendance, in exhibition and in fine stock.   People, literally thousands of people, flocked to the fair.  Among the prizes was one won by Miss Fannie Estes for the best Minnehaha (layer) cake.  Excellent music was by the University Cadet Band, under the leadership of Prof. Pannell.  Farm families came for the day, to enjoy basket dinners at noon under the trees in the section surrounded by the track.  It was a haven for the politicians: here they could meet the people and shake their hands, kiss the babies and even deliver some impromptu campaign speeches.  Fair goers watched with awe a balloon ascension, marveled at the freaks and “oddities of nature” at the side shows and witnessed never-to-be-forgotten performances of Buffalo Bill and his Wild West Show, complete with cowboys and Indians!  The Boone County Fair was truly an important annual celebration to be attended for both profit and pleasure by those interested in livestock, machinery, methods of cultivation, the culinary and domestic arts, in recreation, excitement and the pleasure of meeting and knowing one’s Boone County friends and neighbors.  As an important event, it was in the same category as the 4th of July and Christmas!


The early 1890’s again showed a decline in interest in Boone County Fair.  The Fairgrounds (surrounded by Rollins, Hitt, Porter and College Streets) were sold and used for a Methodist camp meeting site for several years.  At least one or two or three (?) fairs were held on pasture land on Fulton Gravel Road, in the southeast suburbs of Columbia (land south of Broadway and East of Ann St.), but these fairs were not successful.  Almost without prior notice, the fair scheduled for 1894 was cancelled.  But no one much seemed to care!


Again the Fair Board was reorganized, this time in 1897 as the Boone County Agricultural and Mechanical Association with A.J. Estes as president and announced its “1st Annual Fair,” to be held on “the handsomest grounds in the State.”  The new fairgrounds were located at the end of 5th Street, and were bounded by Wilkes Boulevard, 3rd Street, Mores Boulevard and 7th Street.  First leased for $125 a year and later purchased).  A new race-tract and grandstand were built; and another Floral Hall.  Boone Countians thoroughly enjoyed the grounds and facilities of this fairground; overhanging branches of trees shaded the track but left it visible to all in the grandstands.  Again, countless farm families came in for the day, spreading their basket dinners a noon under the trees.  The first fair to be held there was not too well advertised; so most of the horses and stock were from Boone County.  And in spite of the intense heat and dust, the appearance of Frank James at the Fair drew many people for just a look at the famous outlaw.  A reunion of the Old Settlers of Boon County was held and several politicians took the opportunity to address those who would listen!  Heat broke all records in July of 1901, and with no rain of any consequence since April 18, the fair was cancelled because of the drought.  This particular fairground seems to be more closely associated with horses racing than the others.  Horse racing was popular in Columbia and Boone County from their very beginnings.  Many a wager was made and a bet settled by racing on Saturday afternoons on Broadway (the women and children were warned to keep off the street!).  An early jockey club was organized, patterned after the Jockey Club of Lexington, Kentucky.  Even before Boone County’s first Fair in 1835, a race track had been built and was in use by 1825.  This was an oval constructed on ground south of the original town of Columbia.  Beginning in front of now Rothwell Gymnasium on Rollins Street, it ran north along the line of Read Hall and the Student Union, then west behind the Fine Arts Building and the Missouri Store, through Francis Quadrangle (in front of the Columns), on behind Hill Hall, south to old Rollins Field and south of Rollins Street to the beginning.  The judges stand stood about 75 or 100 feet north of Rothwell Gymnasium.  Horse races were held here until this area was taken over in 1839 as part of the campus of the fledgling University of Missouri.  Horses and horse shows have always been intimately connected with the Boone County Fair; and horse racing (the pacers, the trotters, the runners) became through the years one of the prime attractions of the Boone County Fairs.  Fine horses became almost as much a symbol of Boone County as of Fayette and Bourbon Counties, Kentucky.  The railroads made special rates to transport the horses to the fair and in 1897 horses were brought in from as far away as California, Kentucky and Louisiana.  In 1902 prizes for the races amounted to $4000, but this had sky-rocketed some the years later to $10,000.  In 1910, entries in the horse races at the Boone County Fair included those from Indiana, Illinois, Iowa, Oklahoma, Nebraska, South Dakota, Kansas, Colorado, Kentucky, Tennessee, Arkansas, Texas, California and Missouri; the purses of thousands of dollars enticed both horse lovers and racers here.  A feature of the 1910 fair was a race between a horse, an automobile and an ostrich, the ostrich won.  The automobile race with entries “open to the world” was won by Fred Weber of Mexico; he “burned up the track” in a Cord car for five miles in 8:49 minutes!  Both the Katy and the Wabash Railroads ran special trains at reduced rates for Fair goers who marveled at Jones the Snake Eater looked with wonder at the “Jungle of the World,” ate their first ice cream cones and went in droves to Sells Floto Circus.  The fairgrounds were advertised as being “beautifully situated,” on 50 acres with free ice water to everybody, and only four blocks from the railroad station.  Mules dominated the 1917 fair, which boasted of 98 side shows and concessions, and music by the Shelbina Concert Band.  The downtown merchants all closed their stores, and the schools were dismissed during fair week.  The Boone County Fair was suspended at the beginning of World War I.  And during this time, when the Columbia Board of Education proposed to buy the tract with its race track, grandstand and beautiful Floral Hall, in 1925, there was practically no opposition.


No fair was held in Boone County from 1918 to 1945, although there were many attempts to reactivate it.  Horse shows were held 1937-39 in Brewer Field House and at Stephens Arena 1940-41; these annual horse shows were then discontinued, due to World War II.  In 1946 the first Boone County Ham Breakfast and Show was held, promoted by Robert E. Lee (“Bob”) Hill.  Out of a meeting of representatives of all local organizations in January, 1947 to discuss plans for a second ham show and breakfast, the revival of the Boone County Fair was brought about.  A Boone County Fair Association was organized with Dr. Herman M. Haag as President.  After some preliminary work, he was succeeded by Dr. Wendell Holman.  The 1947 Boone County Fair was held on a temporary basis as a hopeful experiment, after an almost 30 year lapse.  Apparently, the people of Boone County were “fair hungry.”  Nearly 20,000 attended the opening days.  Held on grounds on West Boulevard South (where West Boulevard School was later built), the Fair was a huge success.  The horse show, held at the Stephens College Arena, honored Stonewall King, then age 27, who had sired more than $1,000,000 worth of colts.  With Jack Hackenthorn in charge of publicity, formal invitation to the “Internationally Famous Boone County Ham Breakfast” were sent to state and nations figures in all walks of life.  The resultant sell-out-crowd was presided over by Mr. Boone-County-ham himself, Robert E. Lee (Bob) Hill.  The fair itself was truly a community effort, with feverish preparation, work and cooperation of tradesmen, farm people, business men, the board, and the press.  Well planned and well organized under President Wendell Holman, he fair truly had something for everyone: from a formal wedding (with gifts from Columbia merchants) to a bubble gum chewing contest (the prize was a 2 year old alligator!), from a magic show to a husband calling contest; and old fiddlers contest, a lost children’s tent; lady wrestlers; a dog show; the National Guard set up a recruiting stand and the Boy Scouts manned a First-Aid Station.  Everyone helped; everyone participated; everyone had a good time!


Anticipating the continued success of the Boone County fair, the people of Boone County subscribed money to buy forty acres of land on Worley and Clinkscales Road as a permanent home for the fair.  Again the spirit of cooperation and enthusiasm was evidenced in donations of work and money for improvements and buildings.  Mayor Roy Sappington in 1949 issued a proclamation declaring September 5 as “Boone County Ham Day” in which he declared that “Boone County Ham has become nationally famous as the best ham known to man “and desiring to pay tribute and commemorate the Boone County Ham as a product deserving the same attention as and equal billing with any of our nations holidays.”  Chefs from the most prestigious hotels in Kansas City, St. Louis and Chicago and those from nationally recognized hotel chains were invited as guests.


Since its revival in 1947, the Boone County Fair has continued every year to be a week of anticipation, a week of pleasant and sometimes exciting family entertainment and accomplishment.  Many new features are added each year.  It is the biggest county fair in Missouri, with the utmost in agriculture, livestock and educational shows.  The aims of the Fair are: “To improve agriculture and business, to bring rural and city people together in a friendly atmosphere of education and wholesome entertainment and to boost Boone County.”


Stones to two famous stallions, Stonewall King and Forest King, have been erected on the Boone County Fair Grounds.  These two, born and bred in Boone County, have sired many of the fine horses owned by Boone Countians today.  Several years ago (1960), twenty acres of the original forty acres bought in 1948 were sold.  The Fairgrounds now cover twenty acres and with the about-a-dozen permanent buildings on the plot are valued a close to a half million dollars.  

The many people, both men and women, who have contributed in so many ways throughout the years since 1835 in making the Boone County Fair the biggest and best fair in Missouri are legion.  It would be impossible to list even a tenth of them.  But the people of Boone county owe them a large measure of gratitude and appreciation and thanks in making the Boone County Fair truly 

“the show window of Boone county.”
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Boone County Fair

Information taken from “History of Boone County-Indexed Edition” published in 1882.

Agricultural fairs in Missouri had their origin in Boone County.  “This important and valuable agency in the improvement of the cattle, horses, mules, hogs and sheep of this state was a coinage of the brain of Boone County farmers; and in October, 1835, in a very plain and unpretentious manner the enterprise was inaugurated.

The Agricultural Society owned no grounds, had erected no amphitheater or prepared a ring for the exhibition of stock; and neither the exhibitors, judges, nor spectators had the tedium of the occasion relieved by a band of music.  The place of exhibition was then a woodland, or pasture, in the eastern suburbs of the town, and a short distance northeast of Samuels’ pork-house and near the residences of Rev. H.B. Watson and Mrs. Emma Anderson.”

The officers of the Fair were Abraham J. Williams, President, and A.W. Turner, Secretary.  They were quoted as stating they believed “the stock exhibited would bear a comparison with any of our older sister states.”

Also included in the article was information taken from the Columbia Intelligence of October 24, 1835.  Information form the newspaper article was that the stock fair was held on October 16 and 17, 1835, and then listed a number of exhibitors who received certificates or premiums.  The premiums were a silver cup worth $10.

The following information was taken from “A Boone County Album” published in 1971.  The article in the Album about the Boone County Fair was researched and written by Mrs. Thomas (Virginia) Botts.  The article in this Album was condensed somewhat from the original manuscript she prepared.  Included in the following information are also a few additional statements from her original manuscript.

The first Fair in 1835 was purely a livestock show, held on the “Race Field” which was possibly on the north side of Broadway between Short Street and Price Avenue (now North College Avenue).  “The many exhibitors, paying an entry fee of $5.00, were mainly former Kentuckians, and patterned this pioneer fair after the ones they had attended ‘back home’.”

In 1841, the Fair was sponsored by the Boon County Agricultural & Mechanical Association; John Slack was President.  This group located the Fair grounds on a tract bounded by Rollins Street, Hitt Street, Porter and College.  The Fair was reported successful with the “meeting large, the competition great and the prizes many.”  They soon had permanent improvements in a track, buildings, stalls, booths and exhibitions tables.  A horse named Crazy Jane raced on this track and was said to be the fastest horse in the county.

The Boone County Fair was not held every year, being interrupted by years of crop failures, wars, and even years of national elections at times.

In 1852, it was advertised as the 1st Annual Fair of the Boone County Agricultural & Mechanical Association, with James S. Rollins as President.  This fair was said to have exceeded all expectations in number, variety and vale of articles exhibited, and was conceded as much better than some of the recent fairs in Kentucky.

In 1853, Colonel Theodorick Jenkins of Boone County challenged cattle breeders of central Missouri to prove their boasts about their cattle.  Colonel Thomas Barker of Monroe County took up the challenge on behalf of his county.  It was agreed to exhibit the three best bullocks (steer) from each county at the 1853 Boone County Fair; the loser was to present the winner with two silver pitchers worth $50 each, appropriately engraved.  This contest was the last and main event of the Fair.  Included in the History of Boone County is the information that the three Boone County steers were owned by Colonel Jenkins, A.W. Turner and W.C. Robinet.  Their aggregate girth measurement was remarkable close, with the  Boone County bullocks being ½” greater.  The aggregate weight of the three Boone County steers was 7620 pounds, exceeding the Monroe County total by 100 pounds.  Theodorick Jenkins had proven for Boone County that their beef cattle were truly the best when they were judged to be the winners of the contest.

Interest declined in the Fair during the late 1870’s and early 1880’s, but was revived in 1883 when a new fair association was formed by 50 members, with each purchasing a share for $50.  Interest again declined in the early 1890’s.  The fairgrounds was sold and used as a Methodist camp meeting for several years.  Apparently one or two fairs were held on pasture land south of Broadway and east of Ann Street, but were not successful.

The Fair was again reorganized in 1897 with A.J. Estes as President, and announced as the “1st Annual Fair.”  This Fair was to be held on new fairgrounds first leased for $125 per year, and then later purchased.  The site was at the end of Fifth Street, bounded by Wilkes Boulevard, Third Street, Mores Boulevard, and Seventh Street.  A new race-track, grandstand and Floral Hall were built.

Farm families came with picnic baskets and spent the day.  Horse racing became more closely associated with the Fair at this time.  In 1897, horses were brought in from California, Kentucky and Louisiana.  Total purse money of $4,000 in 1902 had increased to $10,000 some 10 years later.  In 1910, entries included horses from Indiana, Illinois, Iowa, Oklahoma, Nebraska, South Dakota, Kansas, Colorado, Kentucky, Tennessee, Arkansas, Texas, California and Missouri.  A feature of the 1910 Fair was a race between a horse, an automobile and an ostrich; the ostrich won.

The Fair was discontinued in 1918, and the grounds was sold to the Columbia Board of Education in 1925 after the people showed no enthusiasm for reviving the Fair.

In 1946, the first Boone County Ham Breakfast and Show was held, promoted by Robert E. Lee (Bob) Hill.  A meeting in January 1947, to plan for the second Ham Breakfast evolved into interest in reviving the Boone County Fair.  The Boone County Fair Association was formed and a fair was held on a temporary basis on grounds where the West Boulevard School was later built.  Nearly 20,000 attended; Formal invitations to the “Internationally Famous Boone County Ham Breakfast” were sent to state and national figures.  The resultant sell-out-crowd was presided over by Mr. Boone-County-Ham himself, Mr. “Bob” Hill.

The Fair was re-organized and incorporated as the not-for-profit Boone County Agricultural and Mechanical Society, Inc. on July 15, 1948 by order of the Circuit Court of Boone County.  

A fund-raising drive was initiated to secure funds to purchase and develop a new fairgrounds.  For each $10 in donations, a share in the new corporation was extended.  A farm of 54 acres north of Broadway and west of Clinkscales Road was purchased, and then 14 acres south of Ash Street was sold.  The north half of the remaining 40 acres was later sold to the Columbia Board of Education.

Annual fairs were held at this fairgrounds from 1948 through 1991.  During this period, the 3 day saddle horse show and the Boone County Ham Breakfast became synonymous with the Boone County Fair.  The carnival, tractor pull, demolition derby, livestock exhibits, home arts and youth arts displays, ham show and other attractions have offered something of interest to everyone attending the fair.

On October 24, 1991, the Boone County Fair Board traded the fairgrounds at Clinkscales and Ash Street for 226 acres know as the Cotton Woods Airport.  Plans and construction are now in progress to develop this property as the new Boone County Fairgrounds.  The 1992 Fair will be held at this new location.

